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MEXICO'S CHRISTMAS CUSTONS

The Hollday Habits of the People—
Obseervance of Pascua.

SOME NOVEL PASTIMES,

Interesting and  Instructive Cere-
monles—The Passlon For Unigue
Girts -- Hollday Gatherings— A
Season of Great Pleasure,
Weitten for the Sunday Rre,

When asked what the Christinns cus-
toms of Mexico are, a whole flood of
pleasant romembrances and  customs
come trooping over me like a gentle
wind laden with spring, time perfumes,
completely blotting from my vision this
chill northern senson which only the
yule-log ean cheer and the bitter-sweet
can brighten; teansporting with  me,
you who care to go to that ancient city,
to wonder at her ardent, Christmns sun,
and to behold her people celebrate the
birthday of our Lord, Jesus Christ,

Severn) weeks before Pascun (Christ-
mus). the capital, with the exeoption of
the plaza, nssumes an elaborate Parisian
toilet, garlanded and eaught up, here
and there, with Mexican ornaments and
devices. The abounding stores are

French, confounding the modest pur-
chnser with their  stores of  costly
wilres githered from far andl
wide. Curled and  perfumed elerks
handle wonderful Parvis dolls which
speak to one of their fathers and
mothers across the water, flaunting

their gay tollets in our fuces.  Costly

bon-bon  boxes completely grace one
gtore, while the bon-bons Iny tempt-

ingly strewn around them. Plate gloss
windows shield from black-eyed scn-
ovitas with hair  advantageously ar-
ranged, rare lwees and fans, as well as
oxquisite devices in jewelry, nnd rather
singulur it seoms, when these orno-
ments remain unsold they arve shipped
to Pgypt, where o ready sale awaits
them,  One store forms
A GLITTERING BANK OF GOLD

and silver ornwments extending from
the Hoor to the ceiling, interspersod
with Christmns lowers.  Truly this city
is well noomed the *Paris of Amerien.”
Yeot, what one enjoys above oll this vich
effect at Christmus tide, is the skillful

work  of  Mexicun peon  tingers
in  the toys and remember-
unees for Ins pasados, a8 well os
thoir heartfelt sympathy in all the

pleasures of this glad senson, Prosents
for lus pusndns oceupy the portals and
ploza, while hawkers of the same pretty
articles earry them through the streets
rending the air with their weird eries,
Mexico does at this time as well ns at
all others enjoy hersell  distinetly
through the church, whose influence is
mighty nnd fap spread.  For two weeks
before Christmas are held nightly las
pusadas, parties in commemoration of
the birth of Christ.  Friends meet at
ono another's houses very much ns we
gather avound the Christmus tree,
where they form a procession in the
decorated court of the house, march-
ing around it and enrrying utthen hend
a ministure buby Christ lying on o pilae
of straw in that manger of far-uwany
Bethlohem: ulko the Blessed Viegin anc
Joseph with the lowly ass.  As they
march avound chanting, they humblo
themselves bofore this  stable from
which the bright light of all time blos-

somed forth in a mun ¢hild.  On com-
letion  of  this  coremony, the
ostoss  presents  each  guest  with
a  gift, then a momber from

out the whole is choson, blindfolded and
placed beneath o large envthen jar sus-
Sa.".ndvr.l from the eceiling, which is guily
ecovated either with fluttering cuhlrul.l
papers, or the bright skirts of an huge
wper doll envelop it,. This jur should
overflowing with caundies, nuts and
raigins, though a so-called joke is ofton
wwrpetrated upon the expoctant guests
n South Ameriea as well as in Mexico,
b}' filling it with undesirable mutter,
Thoe blindfolded guest must with a stick
strike at tlw{l:numid-it convulsive laugh-
ter from the fair sex,until he finally hits
and breaks itallowing the sweets to fall
in u sudden shower among the lnughing,
sorambling guoste, Dancing closes these
evenings of
FESTIVITIES AT MIDNIGHT
until the night before Christmas nrrives,
when they dance brond daylight in.
Valuable presents are ofton exchanged
auring the pasadas, though Now Years
is the acknowledged day for the pleas-
an't‘ interchunge of remembrances,
CThe great center of attraction at this
time is the Pluza Mayor, which on two
sides I8 skirted by a double row of
rudely constructed booths, facing each
other, with a pussage between for purs
chusers.,  These booths are attractive
in their decorations of nationn] colored
papers, nuwy possessing o little roomn in
the rear where the Indian fiunily live
during the busy weeks, skillfully muanu-
facturing with deft fingers, dolls and
toys—toys which so often pertain to the
birth of Christ, such us stahics of wax
with the infant Savior in the arms of
Mary, Josephs without end of benign
expression, locks of snowy sheep led by
the Good Sheplierd, and all of the
apostles  in  goodly wrray. Peace
scoms 10 hreathe from these rudo
booths. The murmur and hum ol the
surrounding eapital is here brokon hy
the babble of o gesticulating, excitable
reo le, and by the shouts of gaudily ut-
ired oy venders and lottery ticket
ncllers, the lutter cuusing to lose

oftener than to make the coveted dollar,
Dozens of Hitle paper pails swing in the
hreeze., to ho (il ml by smiling Indian
girvls with dulees of the country: furni-
ture of inlnid woods cleverly exceated
for huppy childeen; the rays and plates
of intricate straw work forming really
beautiful landseapes or churches and
public buildings. attract the attention:
toys without end, all well made by
lowly fingers.  Evergreen boughs used
during the pasadas le arowrd, Tor never
us ver hus the Cheistimns tree shed its
bright candle rays on expoctant childish
facos. Mosses bank the ground from
tender groen to the grey, trailing moss
guthered from the historieal woods of
Chapultepee.  Emblossomed on  this
soft grey lie those brillinnt Howers
called la flor de ln noche buena (the
flower of the good night, or Christmus
evel—n flower shaped something like
our homely sunflower with a  deep
brown center  from  which  radi-
ate  many long, naveow, scarlet
leaves—un  benutiful — flower gathered
for Christmus eve, and L seems 08
though when the bells ring out jubi-
lantly on the stroke of miduight that
these flowers raige their hright heads
in adoration to Him nhove.

Following the toy, come the candy
boothis, whore, also, dulees of the coun-
tey can’ be bought: sweet  potatocs
steeped whole in boiling sugary bynnnis
with the peel on, quite delicious, pelpi-
fied by sweetness: erystallizod choeprrios
fit for the melodious thronts of iwenty
robin-rodbreasts, nnd orange peel so
delicately remolded that it melts in the
willing mouth., On high strung covils
from booth to booth dangle the fiurp. for
Las psadas, the lnrpe painted uf
the paper dolls disguising them either
smiling or frowning . as the case mny e,
They lond the fantastic side to this for-
cign scene a8 they Noat, bob and  bow
on the  soft  wir 1o the eager
crowd  below them, From  the
band  stand foat steains of Christinas
music. Under its magie inlluence we
linger until davkness claims the scene,
Then flaving tovches light the hooths
nnd cloctreie lights, the whole.

PRIVATE IPARTIES
hire horse cars and staet for posadas in
some suburban village, decorating the
cars with flags, while lighted Chinese
linterns festoon them with light, They
go singing on their way, breaking the
darvkness of the night with fireworks.
When la noche buenn (the good wight,
or Christmas eve) arvives, all Moxieo is
awnlie, is up to pay just teibute to the
Divine Lender, Ilut. no jingle of sleigh-
bolls on o frosty, evisp air steiles the
enr, no hureying footsteps over spurk-
ling, creaking snow, no rosy-choecked
boy awaiting the breaking of down for

aslide down hill on the new sled, no
wide-halled  home with its  mistle-
toe  bongh  and trooping mnid-
ens,  its big  roaving  fire  with

tonsting apples,  Tnstead, o winnm sin-
mer night with o meliow moon sailing
tranguilly over hend., Within the plazu
it hand of music plays to o listening peo-
ple walking und standing within radions
of s inlluence. Without the plaza are
cimped the venders of toys and Indinns
from the country, forming picturosque
groups, slecping, kneeling and  chant-
ing wround their simply constructed
shrines before which glimmers  the
r('rﬁu:lunl little lamp,  Flutang torches
end wierdness to the scene, the moon,
lmtlwﬁ. Tread veverently among these
owly people, dignified by their worship
of Mother and son. As the hour of mid-

night strikes, hundreds of brazen
throats from enthedreal and church
tower ring out on the tropienl night

uweknowledgment of the birth of Christ,
and from every open church portal
musiec of rojoicing  streams  fovth,
Parties  of pleusire-seckers (it
by strumming on gaily  decked
tumbourines, while in all of the aristo-
ceatic mansions they ave dancing and
fensting the nightaway.

Cliristmas is passed very much like
every other religions fenst day, Big
and little bells arve rung at certain in-
tervals throughout the glad day, and
their churches, places of refuge from
the storms of life, stand invitingly open
to vieh and poor alike, s ull churches
should de. ‘he theatres and circus
give three grand performances thvough
the day and evening, at reduead pricos,
In the afternoon 6 valientes toros n
muete.”  Six valiant bulls are o meot
death in the popular bull-ring before
thousands of thllue sport-loving people,
FIRE-WOLKS RBOOM THROUGH THE AL
all day, as well as ot night, and the
French pustry shops fill the air with
such n tempting odor that one neods
must enter one o behold the rows upon
rows of delicious pustey tarts, round,
or oblung and so  tender  that
they cannot be resisted. Cake of fantas-
tie mould und guito delicious]little squure
thin wal's of eake filled with whipped
cream, the delicate whole encrusted
with frost-work of curviously wrought
sugnr. The smiling cook sells them
himsell in immaculnte white apron and
citp, convineing ono with muny a bow
und smile that these dainty, palatuble
things us just what one needs,  But s
ong stops from the pastry shop with de-
jected spivit nnd wiv, for more money
than wns intended has gone to the
pustry cook, the perfume of flowers
greet vou, ngain the pastry nssumes de-
licious propovtions and you rejoice that
yvour money fills the cook’s pocket—for
these flowers breath of ' Peace on enrth,
good will toward mun.”

GuACE DEANE HUNT,

— - -
PEPPERMINT DROPS,

Now the stormy clouds of wintee
Cover up the bright Llue sky,
Aud the iceman and the plumber
Do not spesk as they pass by.
Through by daylight—The night.
A bad sign—An illegible signature.
Now thut Christmas is here we shiould

== =

very eareful not to look our gift horses in the
mouth,

A wulch that don't run doesn't need
chuin.

Fullure in the yarn trade—writing unsue-
cessful novels,

Many nn old book has to be bound over to
keep the plece,

Ths world owes us aliving, but we have to
enforee pnyment,

. The bucket-shops arve kicking the bucket,
They are dead and have no futuee,

. Amatenr—No, an actor does not go to an
iron foundry when he (8 east for o part.

Some men dat am de uhkitecis ob dar own
fuwehunes ervck mighty crazy bmldin's,

A mun’s eredit is low down when he ecan-
not obtuin money under false pretenses,

Adversity may rey men®s souls, bt pros-
perity often grinds them to powder,

Thera is an athletic club in Indiuna  com-
posed ontirely of grocers,  They ure all light-
wieights.

St. Peter will open wide the gate for the
mun who in winter here on earth always shut
the door,

any

“No, matam," said the grocer to an appli-
catl Tor eredit, =1 wouldu't even trust my
own feelings.”

It is no grent orciit for the worm to turn
when stepped upon. A burrel hoop witl do
the sume thing,

It is said that the poet Goethe's death was
hastened by bis hearing an American  pro-
nouncee his nime,

In the Volopuk langunage the ward for dol-
lar is “doab.®’ But it will be just as hard as
over to borrow one.

Rojoice when vonre Chreistmas (urkey malios

nbiave ficht for life, The bravest wre the
tenderest, you know,
As boetweeon the dude and his cane ot this

writing the cane seems to have a trifle the
bost of it in the size of head.

If the hairsof evory one's head are num-
bored, we prosume those on the buck of the
cranium are birek numbers,

We met o man the other day who has hay
fever all the year "round, It breaks out
whenever you ask him o question,

A Boston man has advertised for the return
of “a greon lnwyer's bag.”  Culture up that
wiry is still o litle rogged about the edees,
 Ttis sald that 300,000 people in France live
in apurtments that have no windows.  Those
are the people who can safely throw stones,

Ruskin sava: “Man should resemble a
river”  Some men do, i one respect, ot
Ingst,  The biggest part of them s their
mouth.

Smythe, who lives in a boarding house,
wints the old song, “*Hold the Fort for 1am
Coming,” ehanged to holid the planoforte till
[ can got away.

An Ohio family were ginde i1l by enting
poisoned pic. Any one who would audd to the
already deadly charactor of the Amcerican pie
by putting poson in it, is a fAend,

“You may bring me,' sald a Boston g,
Sasmall portion of o Celtie disturba "
VA whielh is T guld the waiter, Hrish
stew, vou stupid, ™ answered she,

Impassioned Lover  (guoting
whisper)—"Our couch shall be roses, e
spangled  with dew.”  Practical Girl—1t
would evie e chenmaties;, and 80 it would
vou,'!

The merits of a4 new orean
seribed by a provineial newspaper: *The
awell dicd away in w delicious suffocation,
like one singing a sweet song under the bed
clothes, ™

“Oh, yes" suid a grumbling begear, “folks
al'ays helps them as don't need any  help,
Why, thore's lightnin®; it can git down to the
ground fast enoughnil by itself, and vit folks
is all the time g-puttin® up rads for it to slide
downon,"

Young Rural (in a New York restaurant,
showing off before his girl)—"*Waiter, bring
us i bottle of champagne.”  Wilter—*Yus,
i, Dy Young Rural  (hotly)—‘It's
nopeof your infernal business whether we
are dey or not,  Just you bring it.”

SMove on,’ shouted nowest side citizen to
a organ grinder, who had stopped in front of
his house to exhibit the antics of his ape,
SMy motlier-in-luw has just left us this morn-
ingand we don’t want any more monkey
business pround here for o while.”

A yvoung German officer, rather new to his
work, was dreilling o squand of raw  recruits,
und gave the word of command: *“Lift tho
right leg!”  One of the soldiers by mistake
raised nis left leg, 5o that it joined closely to
the right leg of his neighbor, “Donnerwet-
ter!" exclaimed the ofeer, “what Jackan-
apes hus lfted both his legs i

“Von integridy und ooprighthiood,” says
Carl Pretzel, “vas got shtamped on der hoo-
mun mind, der owner of dot mind could vhent
fishin' on Soonday, und it vas alrvighth."

Son—""Papa, how do they eateh lunatios!"
Cynical Father—"With dinmond necklaces,
decollette dresses and fourtesn-button gloves,
m}. l)ub.-"

Moore in n

are thus de-

— N
Longest Balloon Voyage on Record.
St. Nicholas: Prof. John Wise, o
world-famed aevonaut, sailed through
the aie in July, 1859, from St. Louis,
Mo., to Henderson, Jefferson county,
New York—a distance in o straight line
of B35 miles. He luid cluim to 1,050
miles, by renson of the many turns
tuken doring the trip, which took his
balloon out of a direct course into
circles nnd curves, The voyuge is the
longest recorded in bulloon history.
The ballon was in the air over night
—u period of about twenty hours.  Pro-
fossor Wise tried more thun onee, but
without success, to equal or execeed the
famous Lrip mentioned., Finally a few
yuoars ago, he left St, Lows in o balloon
on a lung trip, for the last time. He
has never been heard from, A reporter
who went with him was found dmu, £0ING
weeks later on the shore of Lake Mich-
fgan. By reason of this and other dis-
usters, the suggestion of  long afr-voy-
age gives rise in the public mind to o
keen seuse of his perils which attend
every attempt to stay in the sky over
night.
—-
Little Stunrt had spent his Arst day at
school, “What did you learn!” was his
auntie's question. “Didn't learn anything.”
“Well, what did yon dot” “Dido't do any-
thing. There was & woman wanting to know
bow to spell ‘cat’ and 1 told her.”
—_— ———
Mrs. Millard Truex, of Weathorly, Mo,
Enve birth to three bouncing boys lust week,
their combined weight being eighteen pounds,

Ten months ago she preseuted ber husbaud
with twins

CAPITAL NEWS CATHERERS.

Some Personal Points About Corre-
spondents at Washington.

AN UNWRITTEN CODE OF ETHICS.

How th® Honor of the Profession is
Guarded — Men Who Have
Made Their Mark on
the Row,

Wasmsaroy, Dee, 22,
the Dee. ] —0ver one hundred aceredited
Ponewspaper  corredpondents  and  reporters
will be admitted to the reporters' galleries of
the senate and house in the FPifticth congress,
This is the lurgest number that has ever
pussed the sceenting of the press committoe
who consider the applications and eredentials
of correspondents,
mission to the reporters' gallevies have been
cousiderably  restricted.  Just  before the
Fifticth congress convened there was g muss
mecting of the professional writers who ap-
Py for admission to the gallervies, when what
is known as the p.gss committee was selected,
This committee ucets in co-operation with the
chairman of the committee on rules in the
senate iwnd the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives and wmake up two distinet press
committecs, one for ecither branch of con-
oSS,

It is necossary at the convening of each
session for every man who is admitted to the
gallevies  to  wake  application  for o
card, In  his application  the  corre-
spondent gives the name of the paper which
lie vepresents, the number of thmes in each
woeek it s published, and the location of the
publishing oftiee.  Desides this he declares
thut he is not engaged in the prosecution of
uny cluims before congress; that he is not
interested inany pending legisiation, and is
not an employe of the government,

Durving the last congrosd it was discovered
that three or four men who were admitted
to the reporters’ galleries were interesting
themselves either in legishinion  pending  be-
fore vongress or furnishing informuation firom
the departments und the white house for the
proseoution of clabms, ete. The object in re-
quirmg applicants for curds of admission to
the galleries to stute specifically that thoy
are not intevested In oany measure before
congress and  are not cmployed under the
overnimient, 8 to keep out of the spucee set
agide for professional writers, o cliss of men
who do not make a livelihood solely by writ-
g for the press,

The proess comimittee ut its flest meoting in
this cangress took into considerntion chnrges
whilch were filed sguinst correspondents who
woere interested o pending legislation, or who
wiere engaged in the elaim ageney  bhusiness,
and, after deliberation, rejected thelr applicu-
tions for wdmission 10 the gulleries, The
Committer ulso concluded to rejoct the appli-
cation of ut least one corvespondent who wus
guilty of nnprofessional wets,  There iz un
unwritten code of ethics among the corre-
spondents here just us high and as strictly
adhered to as was ever sot up among doctors,
lawyers und other professional men, This
corvespondent had sent cirenlurs to cditors
throughout the country proposing to furnish
dispatehes  and  letters from Wash-
ington for prices, not only far below the
lowest being  paid, but  which degraded
reputable correspondents,  In fuct this man
offered to do work at such rates that woulld
not have paid for the actual manual lubor of
o capyist, and the only manner in which he
conld do this was by cmploying young men
who desired to learn the newspuper business
without compensution. He isin the habit of
adyertising for young mwen who desire to
enter the profession of journalism, and re-
ugmmhonm to his advertisements ure informed
that they can tuke # course of instruction
nunder him for six months or g year without
pay. und, ut the end of thut time, they can
shift for themselves, His journalistie college
bears about the same relation to the regular
!!I’[ifn'ﬂninn us the medical college of the cele-

srated D, Buchanan did to the regulur  pro-
fession of medicine, Besides this, which
would hardly constitute a har, he issued eir-
culars offering to represent claimants in
direct tax cases, which was decidedly against
the rules: and further, it s charged thut he
intimated very broadly to 4 government em-
ploye that he could muke & comfortuble sum
of money if he would aid in securiog a cer-
tain contracts for one of has (the correspond-
ont's) friend.

It is absolutely essential for the honor of
the profession in Washington that the corres-
pondents should be above suspicion in every
respect, and for this reason the press  com-
mittee s vighd In I8 requirements that no
mun who is hikply to receive or give a bribe
for any sclfish purpose should have the
entree of the seats reserved for reputable
writers,

As a body the newspaper correspondents
of Washington take the highest runk in the
profession in the United States. A lurge
majority of them are young men sent hore
from the home oftice of the pupers they rep-
resent and are pegiludy trained journalists,
but there ure a few who have been in News-
paper Row ever sinee the war,

Sinee the death of the well known Major
Ben Perley Poore, who wus the acknowl-
edged dean of the  profession, and who
opened un ofee in, Washington long before
the ogitution of the abolition of slavery
began in real eprnest, Genersl H. V. Boyn-
ton, of the Cinginnuti Commeovial Guazette,
has been recognized as the leader. He is
chairman of the Press committee and proba-
bly wiclds a wider influence uvver the corps of
correspondents than any man in it,  General
Boynton is about ffty-tive years of age; is
a little below the average height; weighs
probably 15 pounds; has a full beard, about
one-third grey, and is slightly deaf. Heis
one of the most fluent writers in the country,
und brings the ageressive qualities which
characterized his service in the army to his
desk on newspaper row.

Mujor Johu M. Carson, who represents the
Philadelphin Ledger, and enjovs confidential
relations with George W, Childs, is the
second member of the press committee. He
is about the age of General Boynton is fully
six foet in height, welghs less than 150,
wears short side whiskers and has the dis-
tinetion of belng the best writer on financial
mutters in the corps. Like Generan Hoyn-
ton, he isa married man and is the proud
Lossessor of 4 son who graduaked with high

[Correspondence of

honors at the Militury  Acudemy and had the
sund to decline @ “soflt snap® o the army,
but chose instead hurd work on the fronticr.
Major Carson isa man of drey humor, has
travelled extensively, and isa thoroughgoing,
all-wround writer who hus fow suporiors,

E. B. Wight is a short, thick-set, little
pentleman. who, if howere more grey, would
ke an excellent Santa Cluus,  Ho s, per-
haps, forty-five yeurs old, does more real
hard work than any of his associates, i nn
encyclopedia of information, and hos a **fud.*

Mr. Wright's fad s scraps. His
house 18 full of SCTUPS, He
has scraps on  every subject.  He has

volumes,and volumes, and volumes of seraps.
The collection mnd assorting of his seraps
take up the greatey portion of his life, 1t is
said thnt he is Yoore” devoted to his seraps
than to his children, but this is unfair.  Mr.
Wight has two of the handsomoest little hoys
in Washington., They are the grand-children
of Colonel W, W. Clapp, of the Boston Jour.
nil, which puper Mr. Wight reprosents here,
a8 well as the Chicago  Inter-Oecan nnd the
New York Post, Mr, Wight is also a mem-
ber of the press committee.

The requirements for ad- ¢
tin

Willlam €. McHride writes the widely
copied and racey interviews and specinl arti-
cles for the Cineinnati Enguirer, and digs
out more political notes than any  othor man
the row.  He is about forty-cight years
old: medivm height: inclined to bo stout;
blaek-haived, bluck-eyed and ean tell the dif-
forence between a poker deck and the revised
version. Mack has  travelled extens-
ively und s mever happicr than  when
willing his little black wustache and relat-
ngz, i a confidential mood, the incidents of
his life,

The fifth member of the committoe is
Mujor F. A. G. Hundy, who served in the
confoderate army as ehief signal offeor, and
Who was such o martinet and  discipling
rien that  military  offenders who  were
brought before him for dicipline always re-
ported that there was just one place worse
than Handy's command, and that was the
pluce that is never mentioned in polite so-
ciety, Hundy spends his summers on his Vie-
ginia farm, where he raises sweet potatoes
and cattle. He is a man of family; enjoys
lifes is o good writer, und looks so much like
Delegate Cain, of Utah, that he is alwoys
well posted on Mormon  questions  because
Cuin's constituents make a confident of him
whenever they come to Washington, He
writes for the Chicogo Times,

Colonel Fred 1. Musscey, whose “F. 1), M.*
is the most familine and  pleasantly welcome
slignature in the Cincinoati Commercinl-Ga-
zerte, is upwards of forty and handsome.
He hus grown bald headed in the newspaper
service, although hiswell-shaped blonde mus-
tache still lourishes, This shows that Fred
works more with his head than he does with
his juw. Colonel Mussey's letters ave ns
versatile as were ever sont out of Washing-
ton, dealing iv polities, religion, pleasant and
unpleasant personalitios,

Mujor Stofer (pronounce this Stofah) was
born at Culpepper, Vi, in 1850, Major Stofer
wius too youug for active hoestilities durin
the Inte war, but his military title was wu-llf
carned, AU the tendoer uge of seven he did
excellent service for the union  army by scll-
ill:.:illlt's totho confederate soldiers, Major
Stofer nsserts that he killed more confedor
ates than any one union riflemun. He has
been in the newspaper business in his native
town and in St. Lonis  ever sinee hoe could
serateh o pen. He now represents the St
Louis KRepublican, und as he is of the bour-
bon  democratic proclivities he enjoys his
work more thut most  people enjoy a play.
There is nothing that pleases him so well as
to *go for' the republican officinls and states-
men.  He s an incisive and versatile writer,
and s still in the matrimonial market, al-
though it is about all he can do to avoid the
matrimonial net,  Mujor Stofer has o “*fud.”
It is the banjo,

Charles B, Towle, of the Boston Traveller,
writes three letters a week, in which he has
ull the inside society gossip and some of tha
best storvies afloat, Hesides this he covers
the entire New Englund with telegruphic dis-
patehes every afternoon. He is a light
weight, but mentally a hard hitter. He is
young, but married: is proud of his boy and
n love with his wife.

Charles Nordhoff, of the New York Her-
ald, is perhaps the best pald man in the list,
He is the head of the New York Herald's
burean; comes and goes as he chooses; hus
the inside run of some lines of informatien
and is n thoroughly posted man on all geb-
joets of national importance, Haeis o short
mun, stockily built, wears spectacles: has
closcly eropped whiskers and his fumily are
awong the leaders of Wushington society.

Willinm  E. Curtis, who now repre-
sents the Chicago News, has  written
one work on South American cities and an-
other on the Zuni Indisus, and he s now en-
gaged upon a work on 1tussia which will be
mblished by the Harpers,  Mre, Curtis hus
peen o newspapor writer and editor for tif-
teen years, four years of which he was mun-
aging editor of the Chicago Interovean.  He
sends his matter in the shape of telegraphie
letters over his fall name, and is one of the
raciest writers in the profession.  Mr. Curtis
is nbout thirty-six years old; has o chiarming
fumily and rides u tricyele,

The two regular press ussociations are rep-
resented at the capital by largestaffs. David
R. MeKee, the Washington agent of the New
York Associnted press, malkes Hying visits to
cach house of congress and makes up the
connoctions by personal effort. He is o thor-
oughly educated writer himself and kuows

when  things are going ns  thoy
should, He is  about forty yoeurs
old: tall, slender and fAne-looking, sud is

ussisted by George Kennun, who has the
proud distinction of being the only Washing-
ton newspaper correspondent who 18 barred
out of lRussin. Kennan hes  contributed a
ries of very interesting articles on Siberin
to the Century magazine, and has had years
of expendence in Asiatic Russia, Mr. McKee
is nlso assisted by Me. F. T. Bickford, who
has charge of the congressional committecs
and seeret sessions,  He was formerly one of
the corvespondents of the New York Tribuue,
He hias been connected with the Associated
press for four or five years; Is a hard worker,
methodical writer, and has o wide and varied
acquaintance with public men. He writes
shorthund and is an old telegraph operator,
The other assistunts are Churles J. Huyes,
Edwin M. Hood and Charles M, Hereillat,

P. V. DeGraw is general manager of the
United press, and, like Mr. MelKes, gives the
details of the work his personal atten-
tion. Mr. DoGraw is one of the most
expert telegraph operatars i the country, and
worked himself up by his own efforts 1o the
prominent and eoviable position which he
now occuples. He always has charge of the
United press service on big occasions, and
sits at the wire himseif. He can getout s
‘mod report in less time than any man ju

Vashington. He s thirty-four years old,
tall, heavily bullt, and of prepossessing ap-
}mamnm. Among his assistants are W, I,

Y Hrien, William E. Ringwalt, John Boyle
and W. W. Burhuns.
There wre only twe revrcsentutives of
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Gorman papersin Washington,  These arve
L. W, Habereom, a wnn of forty-five years,
who represents the New York Herald and
St Louis Westliche Post, amd Paul Wollf,
who wis an cugineer offieer in the Austrinn
nrmy, and writes lotters and  desputehies for
the New York Staats Zeitung.  He s jHer-
haps about thivty eight yenrs oid, well posted
anid of pleasing  manners.  Habercom, ual-
though n Gorman by bivth  and  education,
sonds his dispatehes in Eoglish, and his die-
tion is pur the best,  He ds o oan excellont
newsguthic and gets off muny ‘scoops’ on
his hated vivils,

Mr. M. (i, Seckendorf, olief of the New
York Tribmue bureau, is also a German, and
wns an ofMeer n the German navy,  Mr
Seckendorf (= of Heht complesion, very cave
ful in his dress, a2 well us o his weitings,
ranks high with every one, He s assisted
by Major S, NoClarck, who was born in Brie
county, N. Y.
the war, andwrites g most cutting eriticvisms
of the democrathe administration when the
bullets are most effective,

The New York Times ofMee here is con-
ducted by Mr, K. G, Dunnell, who bognn st
the case: hos teled publishing country woek-
Hes: smokes continunlly ;. woears glasses; is
slight, nervous aml bright, Me. Dunuell’s
assistunt, e Pay, who was also born in Erie
county, nnd, although Mre. De Puy's father
was o methodist minister, lis articles do not
Eoin the veliglous columns of the Times,
Both of these gentlemen are married, and the
latter knows mare about o billiird cue than
the former does,

AW Lyman, of the New York Sun, was
formerly the  Albany  carvespondent  of
thut journnl.  He doesn™t always agree per-
sonilly with the editorvinl columns, and, un-
like his newspaper, stands well at the white
house,  Mr. Lyman is assisted by David S,
Barey, who also writes for the Detroit Eyven
inge Journal. Mr. Barry cluims to be the
shovtest man in the profession, hut this cinim
ig disputed by Mr, L. O MePherson, of the
Cleveland Plaindealer.  The two are very
similar in build, with the adyvantage of
woight in Barry's favor. Thov arve both
bright little fellows whom  everybody likos,

H, B. McFarlund, of the Philadelphia
Record; s a son of o newspaper wman, - His
fither was the represcutative of o Phila-
delphin_ paper here before and during the
wiir, and he inherited a taste for journalism,
He is young, unmaorried and somewhat ex-
clusive in his friendships.  He believes that
Bayard is the greatest statesman  on earth,
ufter Prosident Cleveland, and has worked
faithfully to induce Randall to seo the crrors
of his ways and come into the true demo-
cratic fold,  MeFarland would be considered
a mugwump if he lived where the franchise
wus free, but as he is o vesident of Washing-
ton his politien! proclivitios nre of little we-
count except so far as thoy influence his
writing.

Mr. Edmund Hudson, of the Boston  Her-
atd, has been in Washington upwards of ten
yeurs, He s an exeellent writer, but, owing
to the fuet that he has other business inter-
outs, his writings are not seen as often of late
years as they used to be,  Mr, IHudson is
Qrupril.'tnr of the Sunday Capital, Army and
Navy Registor and United States Govern-
mnent Advertiser,

Mr. Robert b, Wynne, who s associated
with General Boynton, left the telegraph
key Lo become assistant correspordent of the
Cinecinnat! Commercial CGaeette, He s well
posted on finuncinl muttors, a prolific writer,
and is well limown for his accuraey,

Prod Perry Powers, of the Chivago Times,
is w eolloge man, about thirty-six  years old,
who looks Hke an Englishman ot isn't. He
prefers finuneind matters to the eliboration of
the detuils of p seandal, and frequently con-
tributes to magazines, He Is a man wio shows
his editorvial ubility iu all of his despatcehes,

James W, Allison of the New York Star, is
o Kentuekion who never touched o drop of
sour mash in his life, HMe is o genius in his
wiy : o firm bellever in the theory of ‘Sim’s
Hole,! and, while still a bachelor, is likely
1::}:1:11 the venlks of the benedicts at any mo-
ment.

S, B, Johuson and George Gillilund, who
supplement the special articles of Melride
with the regular work of the Cincinnati En-
auirer, ure very bright jonroalists, Mr. Johin-
BON was for years i pungent paagrapher in
the editovial vooms, and Gilliland, being an
expert telegraph operator, was assistant news
cditor in the home office, Whit with editorial
ubility, electrie knowledge and the fact that
their office is the headipuarters of Oluo and
Indinna democrats  pencrally, the Enquirer
seldom pots left in Washington matters,

Charles M, Pepper has represented the Chi-
eago Tribune for two years,  Hewas former-
Iy at Sprimgtield, where he looked after the
legislnture. He s asslstod by Mre, Vincent
K. Kelley, who Las  been heve such g shoret
time that ke is not well known among Lis us
socintes,

Charles I, Gray, of the St Paul Ploneer
Press, noas been in Washington off and on for
many yvears. He is part owoerin o lively
datly in Dakotn, is well up in north-
westorn matters and makes it exeeedingly
lively for bis rivals, A. H, 5. Davis, of the
Minneapolis Tribune, who began his  carecr
as anewspaper man an Maioe beforethe war,
and Mrp, Smith 1), Frye, of the St Paul
Gilope, but recently in Newsoapoer Rowe, from
department life.  Me, Frye und his dog are
wull known characters on the stroets of
Washington.

Jolin 8. Shraver, of the Baltimore  Ameri-
can, has left us. John was the boy who
ereated such a stir in Baltimore when he fiest
entered the profession,  He was assigned to
write up n meoting of the Old Ladies' Home,
He deseribed the scenes there in two coluimns
and u hulf and was compelled to boil it down
to ten nes, and still stuck  munfully to his
pencil,  Shriver used Lo go to fives in o car-
risge of his own and detail his footman te go
Wmong 1he COlOn herd for
particulars, John has  gotten  bhravely
over that and before he left used to travel
on foot or in g common street car with
a Itussiun overcout, which wos the envy of
swoelldom, und wrote o great muany clover
things. He numed the weesident's countiry
plivee “Red top,”! which name will stick to i
as long us it exists, He advertised Mis.
Clevelpnd's dog, Heclor, to the world, and
has written more widely copled white house
stories than any mun who ever lved in
Washington., He has just become manuging
editor of the Lorbon PPublishing compuny at
Baltimore, He left Washington last week
with lis thirty seven suits of clothes.

Amos Cummings, member of congress
from New Yorlk, does some wock for the
Tvening Sun, but most of the news ls pro-
vided by Me, J. A. Truesdell, who furnishes
o vast amount of interesting matter for some
af the newspaper sy ndicales,

One of the beat known and most elever
combinations is that of Colonel E, W, Ayers,
of the Kansas City Thnes aod Judge J. J.
Noah, of the Chicago Herald, They are
men in the prime of life, with the widest
range of political and journalistic experience
and wield a potent influence in thelr work,

To describe the whole list of corvespondents
who are entitled to admission lo the gullerics

| S0 Eiott,

wits filled with bullets during |

would require two pages of this paper. They
are all pood fellows and are ull writers of
merit in their particular line and for their
purticulur soction.  In the above 1T mention
only o few of them and not eyen bried to picls
oul the beet, Among the others are Walter
14, Stevens, who has chargo of the St. Louls
Gilobe Demoeraty H, 8, Underwood, Boston
Advertiser: Hugh Hustings and Frank H.
Carpenter, of the New York Worlag
Charles A, Boynton,  brother of  Gen-
eral Boynton, of the Western  Associated
ress; H, Conguest Clarke, Boston Journal
Hoeney B Bland, Memphis Appeals  Charles
Now York Commercial Adver-
tiser: Hobart Brooks, Cleveland Press; J,
1", Durham, Loulsyille Convior-dournnl; 8RR,
Flyvon., Baltimore Sun; Jules Gutheridge,
New York Hersld; Ciceero W, Harrls, Riche
wond Dispateh; ¢, Heazelton, Sun Fran-
cisco Chironlele; Frank I Howe, Piusburg
Commercinl Goazette; ¢, 1. Hunt, Buffalo
Pimes: De B Rundolph Keimm, Philadelphin
Times: Charies K. Kineaid, Louisville 'I‘hmmi

PThomns B, Kirby, New York Journal o
Commerce: Robert M. Laumar, Baltimore
Suns John 13 MeCarthy, Hartford Times;

Georpe Marting Philadelphin Press: Frank
1’ Morvgan, Brooklyn Citizen: .h\mun-Morh
gun, Boston Daily Globe; Richard Nixon,
Noew Orleans Times Democrat, €, M. Ogden,
Philadelphiia News: Herbertt A, Preston,
New York Herawd: M. A, Richardson, Balti-
mone Sun: Wilham E, Ringwalt, New York
Commaerewd Bulletin: W, 15, Shaw, Boston
Transeripts Harrold Snowden, Alexandria
Guazette: 1L W, Spofford, Fort Worth  Ga-
otte: O, O Stealy, Louisville  Couriers
Journaly  George  H, Wulker, Cleveland
Loader: L. O, Washington, New Orleans
Picayune, aud Jomes K. Young, Philadel-
phia Star,

i

RN Tnvers of dreamatic art will lope Messrs,
Booth aud Barrett will be able to execute tha
purpose which they wre understood to enter-
tnin of building atheatre in New York for
the purpose of producing high cluss plays
with wll the necessories which may be needed
to give the fullest development to their dra-
matic themea,  That Mr, Booth ventured his
fortune and his encrgics in a similar enter-
prise some years ngo without obtaining such
A responsoe from the public as was necded to
save him from failure does not furnish n rén-
son why the proposed experiment should not
be tried. Mr, Booth was just & little in nd=
vanee of his time when he undertook his the-
atrical enterprise in New York,
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